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The Science Place Project 

 

Welcome to the first issue of óThe Science Placeô Newsletter. For those not aware, óThe Sci-
ence Placeô project is a new $80 million joint JCU and Federally funded teaching and research 
facility for the JCU Townsville campus. The Science Place will have state-of-the-art laboratories 
and technology-enabled active learning spaces with the capacity to link through to regional and 
remote, national and international locations, encouraging student retention and inspiring a posi-
tive future in Sciences in Tropical Queensland.  

 
The four level, 10,500m

2
 facility located in the middle 

of the current Science and Engineering precinct will 
accommodate projected growth in student and staff 
numbers in Chemistry, Biology and Biochemistry 
over the next decade.  The facility will include TEAL, 
open-plan Super-teaching laboratories two levels of 
Research and laboratory support and workplaces 
including a new 150 person Collaborative Lecture 
theatre. NQ CSIRO Education who are also contrib-
uting towards the project will gain permanent space 
to introduce óScienceô to school students. 
 

 Sustainability and a portion of the Verandah Walk are also key features of the development. 
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Project Progress 

 

The óEducation Investment Fundô (EIF) funding 
agreement was signed in May 2013 and Hassell 
(Architects and Principal Consultants) commenced the design in July 2013 after a competitive 
Tender process. A number of JCU staff have been nominated to join specialist User Groups to 
ñadvise and guideò the development of the project with the Design Team.  
 
User Groups include: Research Laboratories; Teaching Laboratories; Learning Spaces; Work-
spaces; Loading Dock & Dangerous Goods; ICY, BMS & Security; WHS & Environmental Sus-
tainability and Audio Visual 
 
In November 2013 the User Groups and óProject Control Groupô endorsed the Return Brief and 
initial Concept Design. This was also endorsed in December 2013 by JCUôs FIAC and Estate 
Board Committeesô.  
 
Design Sub-Consultant teams have now been appointed to the project and the design is cur-
rently progressed to 80% Schematic Design (SD) stageðwhich is scheduled for delivery at the 
end of February 2014. 
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Meet the Team 

 

A great number of project team members will be working together over the coming 3 years to 
bring you The Science Place. To get the ball rolling here are some key project members - from 
top left - Geoff Murray (Manager, Capital Projects Estate Office JCU), Jacinta Lymburner 
(Project Administrator, Estate Office JCU) Savita Francis (Operations Manager School of Ma-
rine and Tropical Biology) and Mark Craig (Principal Consultant, Hassell Architects) 
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